Talagere [ble are] 
Redeemer’s 
Fifth President SPRING 2022 // VOL. 6 // ISSUE 2 


Redeemer will celebrate 
date le-laren ©) oX-tallare Kolm tal- 
completed Charis Live and 
Learn Centre on April 1, 
2022. The new facility is 
lakeant-mcen (-t-leallare No) ex-let-\3 
on the lower level and 
residence units on the 
upper three levels. 


I 


‘| - 
Hon T TITAN LI. r a " [= 
i | | Heidi iti) ru TH aeee , 


J ual , ee | ho 2 
lie i HY ll wn Tae Mt 
ie lt i uF 4 

i ° 


CsT 
if iw 
fee it ae /e Pen obit Hilt ea Piva 
~ . | in} 
, a | HTtt it eeteae | Seeees Wa di ll 


Timi Ww. 
|! w/e 
| 


aah 


2 


\ : : v i. THN or — 


~ resound | SPRING 2022 So 
ee eee . —— 


—_—- 


IN 
THIS 


ISSUE 


COVER STORY 


Social Distance? 
Discussing 
Institutional 
Engagement in 
a Digital Culture 


Redeemer faculty, staff 
and students reflect 
on the complexity 

of participation and 
engagement with 
issues of the day on 
digital platforms. 
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On print and digital channels, Redeemer 
University's overarching story—its mission 
—resounds. The influence of Redeemer's 
graduates echoes out into their communities, 
their churches and our culture. The ripple 
effects of God's Kingdom are in the lines of each 
story we tell, from the profiles of faculty printed 
on the pages of this magazine to the student 
achievements we celebrate in web stories and 
email newsletters. 


We invite you to join us as we celebrate the 
amazing work that God is doing through 
Redeemer and its graduates. Connect with 
us not only through the magazine but through 
the year at redeemer.ca/resound. 


CONTACT 
Submit a question, suggest a story or change 
your address: communications@redeemer.ca 


PRODUCTION 
The print edition of Resound is published 
twice per year. Digitally, Resound stories are 
published year-round at redeemer.ca/resound. 
Stories are produced, edited and curated 
by the communications department 
of Redeemer University. 


EDITORIAL & CREATIVE TEAM 
Editor-in-Chief | Josh Sieders 
Managing Editor | Shannon McBride 
Art Director | Jonathan Carmichael 
Writer | Amelia Bowes '15 
Writer | Cameron Phillips '14 
Writer | Nathan Reid-Welford '24 
Copy Editor | Richard Van Holst '86 


ABOUT REDEEMER 
Redeemer University is a Christian 
undergraduate university offering programs 
leading to bachelor of arts, bachelor of science, 
bachelor of business administration and bachelor 
of education degrees. From its Hamilton, ON. 
campus, Redeemer has prepared graduating 
classes—the next generation of Christian 
leaders—for almost 40 years. 


POSTMASTER 
Publications Mail Agreement #40040898 


Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to: 
Redeemer University, 777 Garner Road East, 
Ancaster, ON. L9K 1J4 


DISCLAIMER 
Ideas and opinions expressed in Resound may 
not necessarily reflect those of the editors or of 
Redeemer University. 
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An update from 
Redeemer’s 
president 
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HE THEME FOR this academic year is taken 
from Hebrews 12:2 and is Eyes Focused on Jesus. 

As followers of Christ, we look forward to the future 
with hope. For many of us, the last two years have 
been challenging, and the recent turmoil in eastern Europe and 
fears of war add to the fatigue and anxiety so many are 
burdened with. All of this makes the mission of Redeemer feel 
more urgent. We must remain focused on preparing the next 
generation to share the hope and love of Christ wherever they 
are called. Through research and through Redeemer graduates, 
the university's mission is to point to the restoration we have in 
Christ, looking forward to the day when all things will be made 
new, and when there will be no more pandemics, or wars, or 
pain and suffering, a day when all things will be made new! 


Throughout the pandemic, we have done the best we can to 
carry on with this mission. The university invested in significant 
technology upgrades to accommodate dual-delivery, which 

has maintained relational learning as much as possible. Faculty 
and staff have worked tirelessly to take the institution through 


a wide variety of pandemic-related challenges, both in the 
classroom, but also across the campus in all kinds of spaces. 
It has certainly felt like running a race at times. 


As we look ahead to Redeemer’s 40th anniversary celebrations 
this fall, we take courage from a legacy of faithful Christian 
academics and passionate leaders who founded the institution. 
You can read about some of the work Redeemer is doing to 
preserve this history on page 28. Redeemer is also recognizing 
the important work and legacy of Dr. Albert M. Wolters, who 
joined the faculty in Redeemer’s early years, by renaming the 
Centre for Christian Scholarship in his honour. The newly 
renamed centre will also host other exciting activities, 

more of which you can read about on page 44. 


Even as we celebrate what God has done in the past, we 
continue to be blessed by his provision today. A major milestone 
in Redeemer’s history is the Grand Opening of the Charis 

Live and Learn Centre on April 1, 2022. This modern facility 

at the heart of campus is now home to student residences 

and classrooms, reflecting the holistic view of education 

that stems from Redeemer’s Reformed Christian worldview. 

The Charis Centre will also house the Centre for Innovation 

and Entrepreneurship on its lower level, and we look forward 

to the launch of that new Centre hopefully later this year. 


We give praise to God for the continued sustaining 
of Redeemer and Christian university education, 
in all circumstances. And we continue to rely on 
him for all things. While there has been significant 
enrolment momentum with an increase of over 

47 per cent since the tuition restructuring in 2019, 
challenges remain. It is unclear how the pandemic 
has affected long-term growth and sustainability. 
There is still much work to be done on the Learn. 
Forward. Strategic Plan. And while we are hopeful, 
the future course of the pandemic is not certain. 
Yet in all things, we know God works for the good 
of those who love him, and we look forward to 
pressing ahead and running the race he has set 
before us with perseverance. 
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EDITOR’S NOTE: 

The spring issue of Resound, including this introductory 
letter, was waiting at the presses when the announcement 
of Redeemer's fifth president was made on March 4, 2022. 
See page 8 for the announcement details. 
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“Appoints” 
President 


Dr. David Zietsma, a visionary and 
longstanding member of Redeemer’s 
leadership team, will lead the university 
Into its next chapter. 


EDEEMER UNIVERSITY HAS appointed Dr. David 
Zietsma as its fifth president. Zietsma brings a wealth of experience, 
passion and vision to the position. He has served as Redeemer’s 
interim president since the departure of Dr. Robert Graham in 
April 2021. Prior to this he served as provost and vice president, academic and 
a variety of other leadership roles since 2010. 


Redeemer’s presidential search launched last summer when the Board of 
Governors appointed a committee with representation that included several 
board members, faculty and staff, some of whom are also alumni. The Board 
then hired Phelps Group, an executive search firm, on recommendation from the 
search committee. Phelps conducted an extensive survey of students, faculty, 
staff, board members and a limited number of additional external stakeholders to 
help inform the search process and identify potential candidates. In early 2022, a 
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short list of candidates went through 
the final interview process. 


“Dr. Zietsma brings a strong blend 

of academic expertise, business 
acumen and leadership experience 

to the presidency,’ says board chair 
Denis St-Amour. “Redeemer’s board 

of governors is enthusiastic about his 
vision, wisdom and ability to lead the 
university into an exciting next chapter. 
His love for God and his passion for the 
mission of Redeemer is palpable?’ 


Having served on the university's 
President's Council for nearly 12 

years, Zietsma was deeply involved in 
developing the 2020 and 2025 strategic 
plans. From 2015 to 2017, he served as 
vice president, marketing enrolment, 
and from 2017-2020 he served as 

vice president, external relations and 


enrolment. During this time, he worked 
closely with stakeholders to increase 
Redeemer’s reach and impact. He led 
new efforts in student recruitment, 
fundraising and marketing, including 
tuition restructuring and the Re 
Campaign, the largest fundraising 
campaign in Redeemer’s history. From 
2010 to 2015, Zietsma served as dean 
of humanities while also holding the 
appointment of associate provost, 
curriculum from 2013 to 2015. He led 
the development of the new core 
curriculum that launched in 2016, 
strengthening the Christian liberal 
arts and sciences mission that shapes 
students by getting them to think 
beyond the boundaries of their major 
area of study, integrating faith, life and 
learning. From 2007 to 2010 he served 
as assistant professor of history in the 
history department. 


“Redeemer’s board 
of governors is 
enthusiastic about 
his vision, wisdom 
and ability to lead 
the university into 
an exciting next 
chapter. His love for 
God and his passion 
for the mission 

of Redeemer is 
palpable.” 


Zietsma holds a PhD in history from 
the University of Akron, a master of 
arts in history from the University 
of Waterloo, and a bachelor of arts 
from McMaster University. He also 
has a diploma in business marketing 
from Mohawk College. 


“It is a real privilege to serve the 
university as president, and I will do 


Itis areal privilege to serve 

the university as president, 

and !willdo my best to continue 
to increase the university's 
positive reach and impact.” 


my best to continue to increase the university's positive reach and impact,’ 
says Zietsma. “I believe that the purpose of learning and scholarship at a 
Christian university is to be fully invested in bringing the renewing love of 
Jesus Christ to all areas of life. We do that through students and graduates 
bringing hope to neighborhoods and communities, and to the people they 
live and work with” 


Zietsma assumes the president title effective immediately. A formal 
inauguration ceremony will take place in the fall. @ 


= 


News Schools, i 


New Opportunities 


The 2021-22 academic 
year brought the launch 
of the new School of 
Education and School of 
Business to Redeemer. 


10 resound | SPRING 2022 


ITH THE START of the fall 2021 term 
at Redeemer came significant changes to its 
academic structure, including the new 
discipline-specific School of Business and 
School of Education. 


Professor Susan Van Weelden now serves as dean of the 
new School of Business. She believes the launch of the 
school enhances the credibility of Redeemer’s strong 
business offerings. 


“Over the years, even small universities and community 
colleges in Canada have transitioned to this structure? 

she says. “A School of Business has become the norm for 
post-secondary business education. Redeemer’s recent 
alignment with that norm better reflects the nature of the 
education we provide to business students. It also signifies a 
stronger institutional commitment to recognizing the unique 
characteristics of business as a professional program within 
the broader liberal arts and sciences university.’ 


Van Weelden says the business student experience remains 
hands-on, giving Redeemer graduates a professional edge as 


they embark on their careers. Numerous client projects, use 
of the case-study method, internships and co-op work terms 
emphasize experiential learning. The student experience is 
community focused, where students often work in teams 

to bring together diverse strengths and perspectives, and 
where faculty provide coaching and mentoring. 


“I am confident that the School of Business will improve 
enrolment in Redeemer’s business program,’ says Van 
Weelden. “Over the 33 years that I have been talking with 
prospective students, the fact that they would not be 

going to a School of Business was a major deterrent—as, of 
course, was the fact that they would receive a bachelor of 
arts degree instead of a bachelor of business administration 
degree (BBA). In both instances, Redeemer’s lack of alignment 
with the post-secondary marketplace caused students 

to wonder about the quality of the education they would 
receive and whether it would be recognized by employers, 
professional associations and master-level programs. Now, 
we can convincingly present Redeemer's School of Business 
and BBA degrees as credible options for business education” 


The opportunities are slightly different for Redeemer’s 
new School of Education. Since the bachelor of education 
program, a second degree program at Redeemer (where 
students have a previous degree completed or are 
intending to complete it), has been capped at about 60 
teacher candidates per year for a number of years now, 
the emphasis for the launch of a School of Education is 
less about an opportunity to increase enrolment. 


“The new school structure and having a dean of the school 
is certainly a recognized structure within the sector,’ says 
Dr. Phil Teeuwsen, dean of the new School of Education. 


The teacher candidate cap was a result of education 
programs across the province making a move to balance 

out the number of teacher candidates with the number of 
teaching jobs available in the market. But it also stayed in 
keeping with Redeemer’s desire to keep class sizes small and 
for professors to build relationships with their students. 


“It maintains what we want to do in terms of a personal 
student experience,’ says Teeuwsen. 


With the new legislation that allows Redeemer to 

grant new degrees, Teeuwsen is excited to see where 
the education program can go under the new school 
structure. “The School structure provides an umbrella 
to explore what an ECE (early childhood education) or 
a master of education program might look like,’ he says. 


Teeuwsen says the focus of the education program 
remains the same. “It’s an initial teacher education 
in a Reformed Christian environment that seeks to 
serve schools and teacher candidates by providing 
a dynamic and holistic teacher education program. 
We're still focused on that. It’s a unique teacher 
education experience in Ontario.” 


The updated academic structure eliminates Redeemer’s 
academic divisions and departments, while consolidating 
and replacing the remainder with Areas. 


The new Schools of Business and Education are overseen 
by deans, while the new Areas - Arts, Humanities, 
Natural Sciences and Mathematics, and Social Sciences 

— are overseen by associate deans reporting to a new 
associate vice-president and dean, academic. 


New public art on campus 
will draw the viewer in as the 
missing element. 


IG CHANGES HAVE been taking shape on Redeemer’s 

campus over the last year. With the construction of the Charis 

Live and Learn Centre have come newly paved parking lots, new 

paths and fresh landscaping throughout the heart of campus. 
The green space to the west of the Charis Centre will also be highlighted 
by a new art installation called The Path. 


“For some, The Path may be a taking up of the journey; for others it may 

be a response to a call,” said the artwork’s creators Veronica de Nogales 
and Edwin Dam in their proposal. “At times, we are focused on intellectual 
pursuits, while juggling a host of new emotions. At other times, students 
may feel that they are simply fumbling through much of life. We can reflect 
on David's words of Psalm 17:5: ‘My steps have held to your paths, my feet 
have not stumbled.” 


The husband and wife artist duo designed The Path like a long wavy line, 
with a series of curved peaks and valleys of descending heights and a long 
horizontal straight edge cutting through the peaks and valleys. The straight 
edge is positioned to draw in viewers, inviting them to sit and become the 
missing element in the artwork. 


“While a good number of our previous works include a figurative element 


combined with the abstract or the representational, The Path, by excluding 
a figurative element, automatically draws the viewer in as the missing 
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element, empowering the desire 
to enter, peruse and explore,’ de 
Nogales and Dam explain. 


Public art has the ability to 

add meaning to spaces. It can 
create a sense of place and allow 
a community to exhibit and 
inhabit its uniqueness. The art 
display committee reports that 
as Redeemer grows and changes 
with an increasing student body, 
anew multi-use building, a re- 
envisioned campus master plan 
and the rebranding of the institution, 
public art can play a critical role 


in shaping Redeemer’s unfolding identity, helping the university express its 
values clearly and poetically. The concept of public art fits seamlessly with 
Redeemer’s holistic approach to life and learning, reflecting the reign of God 
in every aspect of life. The pragmatic aspects of an efficient and effective 
campus space are coupled with the desire for beauty, and feeling the specific 
quality of a shared place. The new artwork will mark Redeemer as a place of 
embodied, bold and generous expressions of faith. 


Redeemer put out a call to artists last spring. A selection committee made up 
of faculty and staff then interviewed four talented artists to learn more about 
their work generally and their understanding of Redeemer’s Reformed Christian 
mission. Based on the interviews, the committee selected Dam and de Nogales 
as the artists and later approved the proposal for The Path as the artwork. 


“The selection committee appreciated the way de Nogales and Dam thought 
about the Redeemer community as both a faith community and an educational 


community, as well as their 
interest in speaking to the faith- 
and-life situation of the students 
in their contemporary world,” said 
Dr. Karen Dieleman, selection 
committee chair and interim 
associate vice-president and 
dean, academic. 


‘The Path’ will be constructed of 
corten steel and will have a significant 
presence at over three metres high 
and six metres long. Installation of the 
artwork is expected to be complete 
by late spring. 


SPRING 2022 | resound 13 


THE BEST PLACE TO START 
IS THE BIBLE.” 


So says a student in a recent second-year 
Media Ethics class during a robust and 
engaging class discussion. In the class- 
rooms at Redeemer University, it could 
have been about virtually any topic. In 
this instance, Dr. Murray Stiller, professor 
of media and communications studies, 
encouraged the students: “Let's remind 
ourselves of that in class each week. The 
Bible is our common ground.” 


The discussion topic in class that day was 
complex and nuanced, revolving around a 
recent trend that has seen organizations 
and businesses respond to and make 
statements about justice issues on social 
media. Statements around race flooded 
social feeds after the murder of George 
Floyd in May 2020. The #StopAsianHate 
campaign began trending after a series of 
spa shootings in March 2021 in Atlanta, 
Georgia. And in Canada, Every Child 
Matters became a nationwide movement 
after 215 unmarked graves were discov- 
ered at the site of the former Kamloops 
Indian Residential School in BC in May 
2021, with more continuing to be discov- 
ered at sites across the country. 


“It's a double-edged sword,” one student 
said. “Movements need visibility. But be- 
cause it's becoming such a norm, people 
are being more critical of them. If your 
statements don't match your action, you 
can hurt the movement.” 


Another student chimed in: “It's a weird 
expectation that [organizations] will make 
statements, even when they have nothing 
to do with their mission." 


“It reminds me of influencers and celeb- 
rities,” said yet another student. “If they 


don't make these statements, they get cancelled. You support busi- 
nesses because of the quality of their products. By making these state- 
ments, [business becomes] bigger than itis.” 


The question that sits underneath this discussion is whether issues of 
justice have anything to do with Redeemer's mission. Do racism, hate 
crimes and the deaths of thousands of Indigenous children change 
how Redeemer educates, disciples and inspires the next generation of 
Christian leaders? 


“We teach our students to be people of integrity, to evaluate social jus- 
tice issues based on the truths of Scripture, to seek God, to fall deeply 
in love with Jesus, and to live their faith in consistent ways, day after 
day,” says Laurie Busittil, associate professor of business. 


The answer is unequivocal. Yes, a Christian university education by 
its very nature is often animated by topics of justice and Christ's re- 
deeming work in the world that encourages students to find a calling 
and go into the world as Christ's agents of renewal. It is not hard to 
find broad consensus at Redeemer about a fallen, broken world crying 
out for justice, peace and restoration. Redemption is in the university's 
name and is integrated into the study of every discipline. But does that 
mean Redeemer should dedicate resources and energy to producing 
statements about these issues on social media? The answer to that 
question is less clear. 
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The Digital Native 


When Redeemer began 40 years ago, the 
internet existed but was 15 years away from 
hitting the mainstream. Web 2.0, with the 
rise of user-generated content via social plat- 
forms would take almost another decade. 
Facebook and YouTube hitthe scene in 2004. 
For context, that was the year today’s average 
2022 Redeemer graduate was born. Enter 
the digital native and complete transforma- 
tion in how people interact, consume media 
and generally function in society. 


Those media ethics students spoke to the 
experience first hand. 


“Everything is very public," said one student. 
“It's normal to have pictures and information 
of yourself online. There's a difference be- 
tween us and our parents’ generation.” 


“It's harmful because if you don't have your 
own identity figured out to some extent, it 
changes the quality of your life,” another 
student explained. 


In addition to these concerns, Dr. Doug 
Sikkema, assistant professor of English and 
core studies, contends that social media 
has increased fear in our culture. “I sense a 
lot more self-consciousness today. There is 
a real fear, especially in the digital natives, of 
saying or doing something that might be- 
come viral and garner unmerited attention.” 


Knowing that Redeemer students have 
grown up in a performative digital culture 
where life is increasingly lived “on stage”, 
expectations of how businesses and orga- 
nizations should behave have evolved and 
are varied and nuanced. 


#Trending: 
A New Idea? 


If we look at the way businesses and insti- 
tutions have operated for decades, speak- 
ing into cultural issues is not exactly a new 
development. 
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“It may well simply be a new medium,” says Busuttil. “Organizations 
have long been speaking out through social-cause advertising, web- 
sites and press releases, often influenced by petitions, boycotts and 
letter-writing campaigns [from consumers].” 


Brand identity and reputation management are not new concepts either, 
but a shift from promoting the features of a product or service to a lifestyle 
or worldview is more recent. It's not enough to have a good product or ser- 
vice anymore. It's not even enough to be an ethically responsible corporate 
citizen (unless you use that as a marketing value). Brands need to represent 
a lifestyle or way of being and living in the world, so that it says something 
about who you are when you buy or use that product. This has blurred the 
lines between institutional mission and creating culture by commentary. 


Understanding what happens when those two things cross over is 
a difficult but important thing to consider. A carefully worded statement 
may express the genuinely held belief of a board, corporate leadership 
team or even a workforce, but using a genuine position on an issue of 
justice can get tangled up with generating PR value and can all too eas- 
ily become a manipulative way to increase brand awareness. 


“Without being too cynical, it's not hard to suppose that businesses 
that make such statements might primarily be interested in saying the 
sorts of things that people want to hear to increase public perception 
of being morally concerned, when, in fact, who knows?" says Dr. Adam 
Barkman, professor of philosophy. “We ought to respect business for 
being moral, not simply for saying moral things.” 


Making a statement on social media may not necessarily equate to any 
new, related action, or for that matter, any sincerely held beliefat all. That's 
notto say a corporation can't be socially responsible and give back to the 
common good or participate in cultural discussion. Redeemer's busi- 
ness program will encourage that very thing. Many of today's big brands 
have entire departments dedicated to managing corporate responsibil- 
ity, charitable divisions and social enterprise, where giving back or doing 
good is "baked into" the mission. This is a positive, growing trend. But so- 
cial media has tended to further blur the lines between marketing, public 
relations, information and entertainment. 


The dawn of the social influencer and #ads have complicated the matter 
even further. On many social media platforms, a popular individual could 


have the same weight and presence as a major brand, organization or 
institution. But of course, individuals and businesses do not operate the 
same way Offline. It may be easier for a celebrity or influencer to put out a 
statement relating to something the individual feels strongly about, while 
anyone who has worked for a larger organization knows the situation is 
much different when representing a community or workforce. 


“It is one thing to weigh your own perspectives and to be responsible 
for your own behaviour online,” says Josh Sieders, acting associate vice 
president of marketing and communications. “It's another to post on be- 
half of an entire community, especially when the basis for that commu- 
nity is not built around a single issue or goal, but rather around a shared 
faith that is expressed in a variety of ways. The community that makes up 
an institution may have strong missional alignment yet be culturally di- 
verse. That has huge implications for what they will consider appropriate 
to represent them.” 


Nuance and Division 


Many of society's justice issues have become incredibly complex and often 
politically charged. While some movements seem like they should be pret- 
ty clear cut, others are decidedly not. Even in a room full of Bible-believing 
Christians rooted in the same Reformed tradition, there can be a diverse 


“| sense alot more self- 
consciousness today. 
There is 4 real fear, 
especially in the digital 
natives, of sa¥ing or 
doing samething that 
might become viral] 

and garner unmerited 
attention.” 


collection of thoughts and opinions. A diver- 
sity of thought held within biblical boundar- 
ies can be seen as a strength at an institu- 
tion like Redeemer. Healthy discussion and 
debate create an environment of rich and 
robust learning, encouraging critical think- 
ing, and personal faith growth, all critical 
elements of a Christian university education. 
But making quick, concise posts forces an 
institution to do the opposite. Rather than 
the discussion, listening and reflection that 
should characterize the learning space, in- 
stitutional statements eliminate nuance and 
promote uniform thinking and narratives. 


“| don't think [social media] allows for 
extended, thoughtful and nuanced en- 
gagement with matters of social justice,” 
says Dr. Ben Faber, associate professor 
of English. He agrees that administration, 
faculty and staff at Redeemer may not 
be unified in their views on social issues. 
“Who represents Redeemer on delicate, 
difficult and potentially divisive issues?” 


There are many timely matters of immense importance happening all 
around us. These matters may bring considerable pain and remind us that 
the world is still broken by sin and not as God designed it. There can often 
be quick and wide agreement among Christians about the gravity or mo- 
rality of an eventorissue, and atthe same time there can be a wide diversity 
of opinions about the causes and solutions. Some will tackle them through 
political action or public advocacy while others will choose a career in a 
different field, volunteer, pray, give money or serve in other ways. While so- 
cial media can help raise awareness, change perceptions and mobilize the 
masses around an important cause, in the end, we still need to take action 
apart from tt — in the "real" world — in order to affect actual change. 


A Faithful Response 


So what is an institution like Redeemer to do with all this? We live in an 
increasingly digital world and Redeemer's purpose is to provide a rele- 
vant, Christ-centred education to students entering this digital culture. 
How can Redeemer faithfully respond to this complex reality? 


“Redeemer should try to facilitate conversation within Redeemer around 
these issues," said another Media Ethics class student. "They are big 
issues. Even if Redeemer doesn't comment on social media, if they had 
a way to facilitate these conversations, that would be good. As Christians 
how do we show we care?” 


It's through exposure to conversation, discussion and learning both in 
the classroom and beyond that many in the Redeemer community act 
on a passion for justice that goes far beyond even the most genuine 
sentiments posted on social media. 


“Redeemer should definitely lead by example,” says Bill Fledderus, ad- 
junct lecturer in English and senior editor at Faith Today regarding its jus- 
tice-seeking activities. “There are a lot of passionate and wise people at 


Redeemer who have a diverse set of ideas 
about social justice, and some are acting 
on those ideas and beliefs. Redeemer can 
use its social media to highlight what facul- 
ty, students, administrators and others are 
saying and doing on social justice issues, 
and especially how they might articulate a 
biblical rationale in support of that.” 


“There are a lot of passionate 
and wise people at Redeemer 
of 


ideas about social justice, 
and some are acting on thos 


“It's true that Redeemer uses media of all 
kinds, including social, to present a brand or 
identity like everyone else. But there is not 
one way to engage the world for Christ, and 
Christianity does not map neatly onto any one 
political system or party,” says Sieders. “Being 
aware of that, we have to be careful about 
wandering into other identities with different 
objectives. Our mission is often upstream 
of culture. Redeemer is investing in faculty 
research to examine every discipline from a 
kingdom perspective. We are educating and 
shaping students to think from that biblical 
perspective so that they will go out and grap- 
ple with media and injustice and many other 
things. Redeemer's social presence then is 
most authentic when it shares the stories of 
faculty, students and alumni living out the 
mission in diverse ways, rather than taking 
centre stage in the public square ourselves.” 


The ultimate goal is to see God glorified 
through Redeemer's graduates, reflecting 
his love in their workplaces, communities, 
churches and homes wherever God calls 
them. Promotion of Redeemer is not for 
the institution's own glory, but to invite oth- 
ers to participate in God's amazing story 
of redemption through his people. May the 
character of the university's marketing and 
media reflect that always. @ 
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Members of the chapel 
praise team lead the 
Redeemer community in 
Molec all omelUlalave = MUc-L.4N 
chapel service. 
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STUDENTS 


Culture, 


Commerce and 
the Imago De! 


As part of their senior 
for-]os=1ke)al-m eae) (-Le1mr-lale mia 
partnership with CityLAB 
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the obstacles faced by the 
city’s BIPOC entrepreneurs. 
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N RECOGNITION OF the enrichment 

brought by Hamilton’s multicultural population, 

a group of senior students spent the fall 2021 semester 

discovering how the city can better serve local BIPOC 
(Black, Indigenous and People of Colour) entrepreneurs. 


“The project included two steps,’ explains student Andrene 
Gregory. “First, we had to do primary research, which included 
analyzing the BIPOC community demographics and then 
engaging directly with its members. The second aspect involved 
doing secondary research through books, online platforms and 
collaboration with other stakeholders” 


The group’s efforts contributed to a larger three-part initiative. 
Another group of Redeemer students conducted additional 
background research on BIPOC support programs in other 
Canadian cities. Their findings, along with the findings 

from Gregory’s group, were given to McMaster University 

and compiled into a report for the City of Hamilton's 

Economic Development Office. This will hopefully lead to 

the establishment of support services that address BIPOC 
entrepreneurs’ specific needs and challenges. 


“We were able to interact with community members instead 
of just doing research,” says student Rachel Drouin, a member 
of Gregory’s group. “I was interested in talking to people and 
making connections.” 


“As amember of the BIPOC community myself, I was very excited 
to jump in,’ says Gregory. “In particular, I wanted to learn more 
about the Black community because, even though I’m part 

of it, I didn’t know a lot about what Black entrepreneurs are 
accomplishing in Hamilton. I hoped to help people understand 
where [Black entrepreneurs] come from, where they're headed 
and how this program that’s being created by the City of Hamilton 
is going to pivot them forward into greater work” 


Now that the project’s final stage is in motion, they can reflect 
on their efforts with a well-earned sense of accomplishment. 


“I think we played a big part in starting these conversations 
just by hearing the BIPOC community’s stories and learning 
about the amazing businesses that exist,’ says Drouin. 
“Having a place where that data is collected and shared is a 
great place to begin.” 


Drouin and Gregory’s faith was deepened through the process. 


“We're much more than the colour of our skin, the texture of 
our hair or our gender or age,” says Gregory. “Redeemer has 
helped me focus on the imago Dei. We're all made in God's 
likeness, and no one has the right to demean that fact. Until we 
recognize this, we'll continue to tear each other apart.” 


“Seeing the support BIPOC businesses lend each other and the 
hope they have to see one another succeed, whether that’s through 
financial programs or other community assistance, showed me the 
diversity of our brothers and sisters in Christ and how they make 

JS Eten ilvoyeusitcoow-Wole-1tiabivl Wo) t-leon ne) ocomme-\e (elm Dycoltiten 


“Redeemer has helped me focus 

on the imago Dei. We’re all made 
in God’s likeness, and no one has 
the right to demean that fact. Until 
we recognize this, we'll continue to 
tear each other apart.” 


Because of the experiences and insights gained, both students 
feel more prepared and invigorated for life post-Redeemer. 


“Learning how to have important conversations, while 
being socially and culturally sensitive to the deep history 
that runs through people's lives, is an important tool to have 
in any workforce and community I’m part of in the future,” 
says Drouin. 


“The project got me fired up and thinking about how racism 
and classism play a role in the greater community,’ says 
Gregory. “I want to dive deeper into Black history, theology 
and philosophy and maybe even come back and teach them at 
Redeemer. I never had this passion before, but now I have an 
insatiable thirst to learn more about how BIPOC communities 
can strengthen each other and share my knowledge with 
whoever's willing to listen” © 


Tech-Free 

onth: Weaning 

Tayo) iV(-t OL MO] g 
Digital Pacifiers 


Act Five student Allie Buist 
K-vi-1e1e-Me) alr- Manlo)aluatalelare 
tech fast as part of the 
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FTER MOVING INTO a house in 
downtown Hamilton with 16 other people, 
going on a 10-day canoe trip, and starting 
a week of “Hamontensive’”, I think it would 
be fair to say that every single one of us has already 
changed from the person we were when we 

first walked in the door of 75 Blake Street. 


One of the most significant things that we have 
completed so far is our month of being tech free. 

These little boxes felt like a part of us, and not 

having them around felt like the way you feel when 

you lose a tooth. Whenever you're not busy or 
distracted, you find yourself running your tongue over 
this new hole. My muscle memory had me reaching into 
my pocket every time I was even a tiny bit bored. 


So, what did we learn from this experience? 


First of all, one of the most notable things that came 
from the tech fast was the time gained and spent getting 
to know others in the house, without the immense 
distraction of a phone. Would I have learned that Val’s 
pride and joy is gluten-free, dairy-free, sugar-free 

apple crisp? Would I have heard any of Ian’s random 
facts of just about anything? Would I have been able to 
experience Emily’s incredibly unique beatboxing skills? 
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“.1t was nice that I could go 
into a room and feel listened 
to, without having to fight 
for attention.” 


A resounding no. 


I was able to sit with these people and truly get to know 
them. Val mentioned that, “it was nice that I could 

go into a room and feel listened to, without having 

to fight for attention.” Many of the other students 
similarly shared their feelings of being more capable 

to give people the attention they needed. Interactions 
felt more grounded without flitting between a phone 
and the person in front of them. Amber stated: “the 
conversations we had felt more meaningful.” Instead 


With endless entertainment 
(eo laidi ale nce) m\celelmejat—lala(ela 
aclick away, it can easily feel 
like there is never enough time 
laKeKelehy, 


of a house full of people who were also partially living on their phones, our 
rooms were full of people who were fully living in the rooms of Blake Street. 


I also learned how extensively we avoid our feelings when we have these 
pacifiers just within reach, and so did many of my peers. With this realization, 
Abby shared, “I can’t continue to distract myself anymore. I just have to feel 
what I feel, even if it’s hard or painful.’ I don’t think any of us realized the 
degree to which we have avoided feelings of discomfort until we embarked on 
this cleanse, and it was an eerie recognition of the dependence we have on our 
phones to regulate our feelings. Just like a baby with a soother, it’s not healthy 
to always need something to make our hard feelings go away. 


Lastly, an important lesson I think the house and I learned was simply how to 

be bored. With endless entertainment fighting for your attention a click away, 

it can easily feel like there is never enough time in a day. However, when our 
devices were taken away, we learned to appreciate the extra little pockets of 
emptiness in our days. This boredom also allowed others to connect with parts 
of themselves that were somewhat dormant. Hannah appreciated the extra time, 
putting it towards creativity, by making a collage or playing the piano. I found 
myself reflecting on the already-but-not-yet-ness about the world we live in 
today in these times. Time had more weight; it could no longer get sucked into 
the vacuum of TikTok. These important yet mundane minutes were times where 
we could be vulnerable to being known by each other and by God, or just sitting 
on the porch and paying attention to the neighbourhood around us. © 


This month has been radical, 
and I wish others could 
experience what I have 

experienced here thus far. 

Instead, I will leave you with 

some thoughts that might 
shed light on September 
at 75 Blake Street. 


—————— 
Don't resort to your digital pacifier. 


Let the emptiness of time be holy and 
soul-filling. 


Our phones allow us to believe the lie 
that we can be fully human on our own. 
Allow yourself to rely on the unreliableness 
of others. 


Don't miss every mundane yet God-filled 
minute of bizarreness that you get to be a 
witness of. 


Allow yourself to not know what you don't 
Iat=x-e Kon daro\nvan (OVW rare el ohalareliare Relea 
more than you ever dreamed. 


ACT FIVE 


by REDEEMER 


Debate and 
Discipleship 


While taking part in a course with Oxford 
University, Jessica Khalil learned that the art 
of debating is not only necessary for a career, 
but for our Christian calling. 


AST SUMMER, second-year student Jessica Khalil participated 

L in the prestigious Oxford Union debating course. Winning the competition 
that followed, she was awarded a two-week trip to Oxford University 

to study a subject of her choice. Although this in itself was an incredible 
accomplishment, what also made Khalil feel blessed was the opportunity she had 

to broaden her skillset and discover a new way to glorify God and share his message. 


Khalil is majoring in health sciences pre-med, with aspirations to become a cardiologist, 
and it might not be immediately obvious how important debating could be for her, but 
she has seen the positive effects of public speaking in her own life, which will transfer 
into her future career. Once a student who would feign illness to avoid presentations, 
she transformed into someone who utilized communication skills to help fundraise for 
Operation Smile while at home in the United Arab Emirates. 


“ALL FORMS OF SPEECH DICTATE OUR 
SUCCESS OR FAILURE IN WHATEVER WE 
CHOOSE TO DO.” 


With the insightful understanding that, “all forms of speech dictate our success or 
failure in whatever we choose to do,’ Khalil saw the Oxford course as an opportunity 
to enhance her communication skills, personally and professionally, and to satisfy 
“her desire to perfect her speech, with the purpose not only of drawing the attention 
of others but also creating a lasting impact through words,” 


Following the British Parliamentary Style debate, Khalil learned philosophies 
and the strategy of understanding and manipulating opposing debaters and 
the audience, as well as intonation and the importance of an open mind to 
form stronger points. She discovered how to apply debating techniques to 
everyday life, and that the essence of communication is in its ability to create 
meaningful relationships, develop trust and respect, and conduct ourselves 
according to our faith. 
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Khalil was often assigned her stance 
on an issue, resulting in the defence 
of an opinion she may not have had. 
Through this rather unorthodox 
method, Khalil realized that pride 
has an impact on communication 
and debate, “acting as a stubborn 
filter according to how we see the 
world.” As Christians, we are called 
to humility and empathy, finding 
common ground and grace with our 
neighbours, rather than jumping to 
conclusions and judgement. 


Khalil found her Christian 
background made the experience 
more significant. By combining 
debating and refined communication 
skills with biblical teachings, 

Khalil has developed a better 
understanding of both. 


“I hope that I can reach people 
who are longing for God through 
my work in healthcare. I know that 
if that is my goal, I need to learn 
to speak the truth of God without 
compromising it regardless of the 
environment I am placed in, while 
simultaneously speaking emotion 
and persuasion through love and 
compassion to those I am intended 
to reach.” 


Though her faith is certainly not 
up for debate, learning the art of 
debate helped Khalil realize that 
expressing it in a meaningful way 
upholds true biblical principles and 
will ultimately help us go into the 
world and make disciples. @ 


Finding 
Home 


Fourth-year 
international 
student Nadine 
lraguha describes 
the growth and 
sense of belonging 
she’s experienced 
at Redeemer. 


VEN THOUGH 
THERE are many 
countries that lie 
between her home 
in Rwanda and Ancaster, Nadine 
Iraguha was welcomed at 
Redeemer by a surprising, 
comforting sense of home. 


“I come from a very community- 
based society,” she says. “In 
Rwanda, everyone has such a big 
family and we're always over at 
each other's houses to share a 
meal, pray or play a game. Being 
in a dorm where everyone does 
things together made it easier for 
me to adapt. Now that I live off 
campus, I really miss it” 


Iraguha had just started 
considering a post-secondary 
education in Canada when her 
father learned about Redeemer 
from a family friend and urged 
her to apply. Despite being 
hesitant at first, she ultimately 
decided to trust his wisdom. 

It’s a choice she remains grateful 
for making. 


“When I got 
to Redeemer, 
I saw how 
strong the 
Christian 
foundation 
is. I knew 

I was exactly 
where God 
wanted me 
to be.” 


WA 
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“When I got to Redeemer, I saw how strong the Christian 
foundation is. I knew I was exactly where God wanted me to be” 


Those feelings of belonging and satisfaction are definitely 
well earned. Because there wasn’t a Canadian embassy in 
Rwanda at that time, she faced significant challenges while 
trying to obtain her student visa. 


“To get my visa, I had to send my passport to Tanzania. 

I actually didn't think I’d make it for my first semester,’ she 
explains. “I left as soon as I got it, but I did end up missing 
my first week and orientation.” 


Getting a late start hasn’t hindered Iraguha’s flourishing. 
Now, as an international student advisor, she’s able to use 
her experiences to help other students adjust to campus life 
and North American culture. 


“There were so many international students when I arrived, 
and they showed me how to do things like find stores with 
African food downtown. You always need help when youre in 
a new place, and I wanted to be that person for someone else” 


Iraguha is on track to complete her bachelor’s degree 
in international relations this year. She plans to apply 
everything she’s learned at Redeemer, academic and 
otherwise, to a career helping others. 


“Most organizations that help people internationally 
aren't Christian based. Having the foundation I’ve gained 
at Redeemer will allow me to show what caring for your 
neighbour and understanding their needs looks like when 
someone is walking with God.” @ 
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Third-year history student Karilyn Van 
Brugge spent the summer of 2021 exploring 
and maintaining Redeemer’s history. 


PENDING THE SUMMER accompanied 

by the reflections of journalists and Dutch 

philosophers might be monotonous for some. 

Karilyn Van Brugge considers it a formative 
experience of her undergraduate journey. As an intern at 
Redeemer’s Peter Turkstra Library, she devoted her time to 
two major projects. The first was cataloguing an extensive 
collection of books, pamphlets, serials and other archival items 
from the Dooyeweerd Centre, which was established at the 
university to honour the legacy of Dutch Christian philosopher 
Herman Dooyeweerd. The second was the ongoing digitization 
of issues of the newspaper Christian Courier (formerly known 
as Calvinist Contact) ranging from 1949 to 2013. 


“I completed about 1,000 issues, which is actually a huge 
chunk of the project? explains Van Brugge. “There’s still 

a little more to do, but now it can hopefully be wrapped up 
fairly soon” Van Brugge found that the skills she’s acquired 


tye) 


in the classroom translated quite 
seamlessly into her daily tasks. 


“The most important skills you 
develop in the history program 
are researching strategically, 
identifying quality sources and 
bringing your research together 
in a professionally drafted text,” 
she says. “I used all of them while 
creating the digital libguides 
(explanations published on the 
library website) for each project. 
I also learned how to handle 
archival items and navigate 
online databases.” 


As the summer went on, she was 
strengthened both academically 
and spiritually by the material. 


“I was confronted with many 
theological, political and social 
issues. For example, Christian 
Courier addressed controversial 
topics of the 20th century such 
as abortion or the role of women 
in the church. It caused me to 
consider my own viewpoints 

as a Reformed Christian in the 
21st century,” 


Van Brugge takes pride in the 
fact that her work, though 
arduous, has contributed to 
Redeemer’s mission. In fact, 
she’s even working on a short 
moment-by-moment history of 
the university for its upcoming 
40th anniversary. 


“At this point, the Dooyeweerd 
Centre isn’t functioning. Adding 
its resources to the library ensures 
that the Centre's legacy will 
continue to benefit students and 
scholars. The huge dent I made 

in digitizing the Christian Courier 
issues means that, in the near 
future, the articles will be available 
as online resources for the 
university, the public at large and 
the Dutch immigrant communities 
whose history they preserve” 


Redeemer grads, co-op 
students and interns are 
known for their knowledge, 
initiative and character. 

As tomorrow’s professionals, 
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Refined by the Game 


ADDISON 
COHOON 

HAS ahard time 
remembering when 
sport wasn't part of her life. She 
played basketball from age four 
until she was in Grade 12 and also 
took up rugby along the way in 
Grade 9. As a high school rugby 
player, she represented Team 
Ontario and Team Canada before 


graduating and joining the varsity 
team at a public university. After 
deciding to pursue her teaching 
degree at Redeemer and 
returning to basketball, she 
realized that her athletic career, 
successful as it was, had been 
missing a vital element. 


“I'd grown academically 

and athletically without a 
doubt, but the spiritual side 
was neglected,” she says. “At 
Redeemer, our faith is woven 
into everything. There’s a 
distinct aspect of fulfilling our 
calling and being agents of 
positive change in all parts of 
our lives. I'd also never been on 
a team that prayed before every 
practice or did a devotional 
before every game.” 


Matthew Walraven, a third- 
year student-athlete who 
transferred to Redeemer after 
his first year elsewhere, echoes 
Cohoon’s sentiments. In fact, 
his biggest reason for choosing 
Redeemer was to forge his 


identity outside of that of an 
accomplished soccer player. 


“| initially thought playing 

at my previous university would 
be a cool thing to tell my friends 
since it’s a pretty big soccer 
school? he explains. “Because of 
that, I just enrolled in psychology 
without really thinking twice 
about it. I quickly found that 
[psychology] isn’t what I’m 
passionate about and that 

I didn't want to pursue soccer 
alone for my whole university 
career. I decided to look into the 
religion and theology program at 
Redeemer and was pretty excited 
to see that I could play soccer 
here as well” 


Now that he’s more engaged 
in learning both on and off the 
field, Walraven appreciates 
the classroom dialogue that 
happens within a distinctly 
Christian environment. 


“Studying with a professor who 
has a Christian background 
and tries to approach every 
subject with that in mind is 
definitely different from what 

I experienced before. Even 
being able to speak out of my 
worldview and implement it into 
my answers in class has been a 
big change. You're able to hold 
your worldview at a secular 
university, but the subjects 
aren't taught from it” 


Both students have spent 
considerable time thinking about 
how their personal faith shapes 


them as students and athletes. 
For Cohoon, who is in the last 
year of her teaching degree, this 
has been particularly significant 
as of late. 


“Knowing this is my last year 
of being identified as an athlete 
is hitting me hard,” she says. 
“My identity has always been 
attached to sports, and | think 
that’s problematic. Moving 
forward, it’s important for me 
to remember that it’s not the 
roles I take on that make me 
who I am but how I take on 


those roles knowing that my 
faith is my foundation.” 


“I started out just wanting to 
play soccer, and now I see it 

as an opportunity to bring 
glory to Christ instead of 
myself? says Walraven. “As a 
student, my faith pushes me 

to realize that everything I learn 
is an opportunity to further 

the Kingdom” 


Given the tremendous growth 
they've experienced, Cohoon and 
Wealraven look forward to bringing 


all that Redeemer has given them 
into their respective futures. 


“The connections I’ve made with 
my friends, professors and coaches 
will impact where my life goes after 
graduation, says Walraven. “I plan 
to stay in touch with my friends 
and reach out to the mentors 
who've made an impact on me” 


“I know that I'll be part of the 
Redeemer community forever,” 
says Cohoon. “I'll have my 
teammates and coaches as my 
forever family, my classmates 
to support and guide me as 

I pursue my calling and my 
professors to offer their words 
of wisdom.” 
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president of the Redeemer 
Alumni Association, 
present the Distinguished 
Alumni Award to Betty 
Brouwer '88 at a reception 
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Dr. Moriah Pellowe '14 

is using mathematics to 
better understand and access 
medical treatment. 
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R. MORIAH 
PELLOWE has been 
using her mathematics 
expertise to impact the 
lives of individuals through model- 
informed drug development. 


After completing her honours 
bachelor of science degree in 
mathematics at Redeemer, Pellowe 
went on to complete a doctorate 
degree in applied mathematics at 
the University of Waterloo. Her 
graduate research was in the field 
of mathematical oncology, in which 
mathematical models are used to 
answer biological questions about 


cancer. Her work looked at questions about different types of cancer cells 
and their response to treatment or the tumour’s environment. She also looked 
at how treatment regimens could be optimized based on what was going 

on within the cancer cell or within the larger immune system. 


“I have always had a deep sense of wonder and appreciation for the 
complexity and beauty of God’s creation, and I have also wanted to steward 
my skills and abilities to help others,” says Pellowe. “Just as with other 
scientists of the past and present, a deep sense of wonder has fueled a 
lifelong learning and has spurred me on to continue in higher education” 


After finishing her PhD, Pellowe pivoted from applications in oncology to 
applications within the pharmaceutical industry in a post-doctoral fellowship 
at the University of Waterloo School of Pharmacy. Her research looked at 
physiologically based pharmacokinetic (PBPK) models, which are mathematical 
models that describe what the body does to a drug after it has been 
administered. In this role, one of her research projects included developing 
an open-source software tool that simulated clinical trials and can be used in 
the development of generic drugs, allowing for greater access to treatment. 
Pellowe’s other main project was to develop an open-source lung model that 
can be used to simulate the absorption of inhaled drugs. Finally, she and her 
supervisor developed a course to train graduate students in PBPK modelling. 


“As I learn more about the world around me through mathematics and 
biology, my awe for God and his creation only increases,’ she says. “Faith has 
also influenced my work as I endeavour to use my mathematical abilities to 
improve people’s lives. This desire to apply my skills and abilities to relevant 
problems has directed me to biological and medical applications.” 


Pellowe has left a huge impact on the mathematics department at Redeemer. 
Her professors are incredibly proud of her and all she has gone on to do in 

such a short time. Even as an undergraduate student, Moriah co-authored 

a mathematics research publication with Dr. Kyle Spyksma, interim vice 
president, academic, based on a summer research project. She also co-authored 
a presentation at a conference of the ACMS (Association of Christians in the 
Mathematical Sciences) and has obtained prestigious national funding from 
NSERC (Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada) for her 
doctoral work. 


“Moriah’s research explores ways to use mathematics to solve significant 
health conundrums. She has also given back to Redeemer by participating in 
alumni mentoring and giving guest lectures in our mathematics courses,” says 


Dr. Kevin VanderMeulen, professor 
of mathematics. “Moriah is a talented 
researcher and communicator 

who desires to use her gifts for 

the greater good” 


All of this inspired Redeemer 

to recognize Pellowe through 

a nomination for the Council for 
Christian Colleges and Universities 
Young Alumni Award, which 
recognizes individuals who have 
graduated within the last 10 years and 
have achieved uncommon leadership 
or success in a way that reflects the 
values of Christian higher education. 


“While it’s a challenge to choose 
just one individual to nominate for 
this award each year, when Moriah’s 
name was suggested, it became 

so obvious that she was our 2022 
candidate,” says Christine Giancola, 
director of strategic relations. 

“Her incredible achievements 

in mathematics are not only 
academically rigorous, they are 
solving real-world problems such 
as improving cancer treatments. 
Moriah is a wonderful example of 
Redeemer’s mission in action.” 
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A. Life of Art, 


Roots an 
Wonder 


Resound sat down with Elise 
Arsenault '19 to learn about how 
her time at Redeemer prepared 
her for a life of artistry, rooted 
faith and curiosity. 


LISE ARSENAULT ‘19 wears many 
hats. Creative writer, musician and grad 
student are among the few that she sports 
daily. Born and raised in Oakville, she had a 
hunch after a weekend visiting campus in 2014 that 
Redeemer would become her second home. Majoring in 
English and international studies, Arsenault spent her 
years at Redeemer on the worthy pursuits of asking 
questions, seeking the Spirit, trying and failing, and 
uncovering her passions. 


Since graduating from Redeemer, Arsenault has continued 
to flourish in the areas in which she is gifted, releasing 
two full length EPs, starting her master of fine arts (MFA) 
degree at the University of King’s College and working at 
the LArche Hamilton community. 


Elise, what did you expect your post-graduate career 
path to be going into first year at Redeemer compared 
to what you're doing now? 


I never had a clear sense of a career path. The most 
helpful question someone asked when I graduated high 
school was “What do you want to learn more about?” 
rather than “What job do you want?” I knew I wanted 

to grow as a writer and learn more about sustainable 
development work, so I scanned Redeemer’s options 
and beamed when I saw there were specific streams for 
both majors. The specificity encouraged me. So did the 
school’s lens of faith. 


KY) resound | SPRING 2022 


Redeemer prepare and 
| 2 creative pursuits you're 
currently following? 


Moving to Redeemer and to Hamilton as a whole when 

I was 18 couldn't help but be formative. At that age especially, 
youre asking all sorts of questions. For me, those questions 
revolved around writing and music, and thanks to a 
newfound community, I found myself steeped in the literary 
and arts scenes on campus and around the city. 


“That first year I attended 
every coffeehouse, house show, 
jazz gig, poetry reading and 
book signing I could bus to.” 


That first year I attended every coffeehouse, house 
show, jazz gig, poetry reading and book signing I could 
bus to. Writing for the Crown as a reporter helped 
immensely—it prompted research, curiosity and an 
extra dose of confidence. English classes, too, steeped 
me in storytelling and imagination. I started asking 
better questions, seeing my inner and outer worlds 
newly and making connections between creative 
narratives and the greater narrative of God’s Kingdom 
making everything new. 


What drew you to pursue your MFA in Creative 
Nonfiction? How has it complemented your studies 
at Redeemer? 


Grad school wasn’t on my radar until my third or fourth 
year, when I heard my creative writing professor, 

Brent van Staalduinen, talk about his MFA experience. 
It seemed to revolve around the everyday practice of 
creative writing. My ears perked. I liked the idea of 
diving into a single genre of writing after trying my 
hand at journalism, fiction, creative nonfiction and 
poetry in classes at Redeemer. Nonfiction drew me in 
as a reader and a writer. The MFA at the University 


ol=t=Jel=lal=1e 
of King’s College is the only one I know that focuses 
entirely on creative nonfiction. It’s been tough, 
surprising and worthwhile. 


How did Redeemer shape your faith and how does that 
translate to your understanding of your faith today? 


Entering Redeemer, I was mostly familiar with non- 
denominational churches. I grew to appreciate the 
mix of experiences shared in dorm devotions, worship 
services and classroom conversations. My image of 
Christ and the experience of his presence broadened 
and, over time, deepened. He is as present in the quiet 
as he is in an auditorium billowing with song. He is on 
campus in Ancaster and in cups of hot chocolate passed 
between mittens at the Urban Core. He is a rock and a 
mystery. There are downfalls and blind spots in every 
faith community, but my time at Redeemer led me into 
greater communion with the person of God. 


If you were to envision your life five years from 
now, what would it look like? 


I hope to finish and eventually publish the 
book I’ve started in my MFA, and record more 
music. I could see myself teaching creative 
writing to undergraduates some day, 

too, and building one of those little free 
libraries on my front lawn. 


What is the best advice you could give to a 
future Redeemer student who is starting 
their undergrad? 


Keep a journal. Whether you use it as a 
time capsule, brain-emptier or prayer 
practice, jot down what you can as 
regularly as you can. Young adulthood 
is a unique window in getting to know 
God and the world, r 
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Seeking the 
Peace of the 
City 


S A YOUNG boy growing up in 

Hamilton, Aren Plante watched his dad 

wake up every day and head to city 

hall where he worked as a public 
servant in local government. Hoping one day to 
become a pastor, Plante had no idea that his 
decision to study at Redeemer would divert his 
path right back to the one he had seen displayed 
in front of him his whole life through his dad. 


Compelled by some transformative conversations 
with Redeemer professors Vreugdenhil, Koyzis and 
Flatt during a campus visit day, Plante decided — 
despite his determination to move away from his 
hometown to pursue post-secondary education 

— he couldn't help but be a part of what was 
happening at Redeemer. 


In 2015, Plante’s journey at Redeemer began. But what he 
thought was his clear path to a career in pastoral work quickly 
diverted that summer when he took a job as a summer student 
with the City of Hamilton. It was here that he found his vocation 
and calling: local government. 


“During this life-changing season I became determined to serve my 
community as a public servant? says Plante. “I realized how essential 
the government closest to the people is in providing public services” 


From here, Plante’s excitement for local government only grew, 
impacting each decision he’d make thereafter. From declaring 
a major in history and political science and a minor in English 
literature, to participating in the Oxford Study Programme, 
each step brought him closer to the unique work to which God 
was calling him. 


After graduating with honours in 2019, Plante received several 
offers to study at graduate schools across the country, including 
the University of Western Ontario where he ultimately received 
his masters of public administration. Thriving in his studies, 
Plante received the Andrew Sancton Academic Award for 
achieving the highest GPA in his program. 


“DURING THIS LIFE-CHANGING 
SEASON! BECAME DETERMINED 
TO SERVE MY COMMUNITY ASA 
PUBLIC SERVANT.” 


“Winning the award is really a testament to how well Redeemer 
prepared me for graduate-level studies since I had over 50 
students in my program, many of whom were already senior 
leaders or experienced professionals in municipal government,’ 
shares Plante. 


Today, Plante spends his days doing what he loves in his work 

as a legislative coordinator in the clerks and by-law department 
of Norfolk County. And though his role leads him to esteemed 
tasks like administering municipal elections and performing civil 
marriages, his greatest joy remains his ability to live out God’s 
call given in Jeremiah 29:7, to seek the peace and prosperity of 
the place where he lives. 


“I see municipalities as agents for God’s common grace. 
Christian and non-Christian residents benefit from public 
services like good roads to drive on, safe parks to take their kids 
to, and clean drinking water to enjoy. As a public servant in the 
neo-Calvinist tradition, I see the square inch I am called to work 
in is developing good public policy, which benefits all members 
of a political community” 


In her new children’s book, 
Amber Kuipers '10 confronts 
the many layers of grief. 


RIEF IS AMBER Kuipers’ persistent 

companion. When it comes to her children, 
the best way she can convey its magnitude 

is as a physical entity. 


“Once I began describing [grief] as a visual representation, 
my kids connected to it better,’ she says. “Now, I can say, 
‘my grey is really big today; and they understand” 


When she was 17, Kuipers’ father passed away in a farming 
accident. After having her children, she struggled to explain 
death and grief to them while still navigating her own loss. 
The idea of a children’s book lingered in her mind. 


When Grey Came to Stay 
is available at 21Five, 
Redeemer's campus 
bookstore. 
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“Children’s books can be so 
powerful. When you combine simple 
words that get down to the bare 
bones of the message and then 
illustrate it using white space or 
other formats, you can communicate 
a message in a way the written word 
doesn't always capture” 


Released in August 2021, When 
Grey Came to Stay tells the story 
of a young girl named Julie and her 
journey with grief after her father’s 
death. Much like how Kuipers 
portrays it to her children, “Grey” 
is a cloud that follows Julie and 
grows larger and darker depending 
on the circumstances. From the 
initial idea to the time she sat 
down to write, Kuipers views the 
process as a huge step of faith. 


“I always wanted to use my grief 

to help others but felt totally 
inadequate. In February 2021, 

a friend told me they knew a 
publisher and that I should give the 
book a chance. God kept putting it 
on my heart, so I went to write and 
the story just came.” 


Knowing God on a personal level 
remains her sustainable source 
of comfort. 


“The fact that Christ experienced 
all human emotions during his time 
on earth helps me. His heart breaks 
for the losses we experience and 
the gaping wounds death leaves.” 


Outside of the fanfare that comes 
with being a first-time author, 
Kuipers’ goal remains simple: to 
provide hope for grieving children 
and their families. 


“Grief is more than just sadness, and 
it’s not linear. It won't ever leave, 
but youll find ways to be happy and 
celebrate the one you've lost. For 
those who haven't experienced loss, 
I hope this is a way to encourage 
grief literacy and make it easier for 
all of us to go through” 
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Sharing the stories 


‘Mama’, loving and caring 

for the ‘littles' within Child 

and Family Services of Grand 
Erie. On January 30, 2022, 

Lori and Ben were blessed with 
their first grandbaby, Denver 
James Kuipers (an absolute 
delight for this newly ‘minted’ 


of Redeemer’s alumni Granny and Opa), 


Nico graduated with a bachelor 
of arts in psychology and a 
bachelor of education. After some 
time and effort, he says he has 
finally found his calling. Nico is 
tremendously grateful and proud 
to serve the greater Hamilton 
community through his role as 

a paralegal at Lamont Law. 


Lynette received her master of 
divinity from Calvin Theological 
Seminary in 2021. Shortly after, 
she was ordained as a minister of 
the word in the Christian Reformed 
Church in North America (CRCNA) 
on October 3, 2021. She's now 
the pastor of Good News CRC in 
London, Ontario. 
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Aaron graduated with a master 
of divinity from Puritan Reformed 
Theological Seminary in 2021. 
He's working towards ordination 
le in the United Reformed Churches 
| in North America (URCNA) and 

is a pastoral intern at Redeeming 
Grace Reformed Church in 
Brantford, Ontario. 


Lori graduated with an education 
major, music minor and social 


studies minor. She and her a story at redeemer.ca/submit- 
husband Ben presently live in story. Weld love to hear from 
Caledonia, Ontario. Lori has and connect with you! 


recently become a new foster 


Have a story to share? Email 
alumni@redeemer.ca or submit 


IN MEMORIAM 


REUBEN WILMS '10 


Reuben passed away on October 11, 2021, as the result of a car accident. 

He graduated from Redeemer with a bachelor of arts in kinesiology. He worked 
at Entheos Retreat Centre in Calgary, Alberta. He will be missed by his wife 
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Girls Club) in Calgary, where Reuben had volunteered. 
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Robert passed away on February 2, 2022 after a 16-year battle with a brain tumour. 
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psychology. He also held a master of music from Drake University and a doctor 


of musical arts in choral conducting from the University of lowa. He served as the 
director of the music program at Montreat College in North Carolina for seven years. 
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We'll look out for you. 
It’s what families do. 


The path to savings starts 
with a quote through Deeks. 


Since we began in 1981 Deeks Insurance has always treated 
our customers like family. Deeks provides Redeemer 
University alumni, faculty & staff access to preferred 
rates on home and auto insurance, 24/7 emergency claims 


support, and friendly customer service. 


Call Deeks for a home or auto insurance quote today at 


1.855.633.1964 


or visit deeksinsurance.ca 


+@ Redeemer 


Universit 


Proud to partner with 


deeks 


INSURANCE 


Where Family Mattors 


Deeks Insurance is a tradename of D.L. Deeks Insurance Services Inc., a licensed insurance intermediary and operates as Deeks Insurance Services in British 
Columbia. Home and auto policies underwritten exclusively by Unifund Assurance Company (“Unifund”). Car insurance coverage not available in BC, MB or SK. 
Home and car insurance coverage not available in QC, NWT, NU, or YK. Deeks Insurance and Unifund share common ownership. Eligibility requirements, 
limitations, exclusions or additional costs may apply, and/or may vary by province. Deeks Insurance and logo is a trademark of D.L Deeks Insurance Services Inc. 
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Association for Reformed 
Political Action (ARPA) 
and Dr. Robert Joustra, 
associate professor of 
rote) iiafexcw- lave M[ale-vaar-la(e)are)| 
studies, discuss 
religious freedoms, 

i dgclale (cMmere) alor-laalce-lale| 
opportunities for the 
church during the Pastor 
Professor Exchange in 
November 2021. 
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ACADEMICS 


rf Mie M. Wolters 
Centre for Christian 


cholarshi 


Redeemer’s Centre for 
Christian Scholarship 
has anew name, a 
new director and three 
new faculty fellows 

to take its work to the 
next level. 
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EDEEMER’S CENTRE FOR Christian 
Scholarship is getting a new name. And no one is 
more thrilled than the scholar it will honour. 


“I was floored and humbled,’ says Dr. Albert M. Wolters, whose 
name is being honoured in the renaming of the centre. “As it sank 
in, I was also deeply honoured and delighted. As I've reflected 

on this honour since then, I’ve come to see it as a representative 
tribute to the founding generation of Redeemer University and 
its vision of Christian higher education.” 


Wolters is not only an important early faculty member of Redeemer, 
but also a key figure in Reformed Christian scholarship around 
the globe. Much of his renown resulted from the publishing of 
his book Creation Regained, which clearly and succinctly explains 
the Reformed Christian worldview. Based on a series of lectures 
Wolters gave in the early 1980s at the Institute for Christian 


Through our new fellows 
initiative, we re going to 
have disciplinarily soecitic 
experts give direct input 
and guidance...to help 

us address the pressing 
issues of Our day.” 


Studies in Toronto, Creation Regained has been in print for 
37 years, has been translated into 12 languages and is available 
at Redeemer’s bookstore, 21Five. 


“Its success has taken me completely by surprise,’ says Wolters. 
“In retrospect, I think what made it attractive to many people 
was the simplicity and clarity of its language, and its explicit 
grounding in Scripture throughout. I wanted to show that 

the worldview of neo-Calvinism, which is the subsoil of the 
Reformational philosophy of Dooyeweerd and others, has direct 
roots in the Bible. At the same time there has been a growing 
interest among Christians worldwide in the neo-Calvinist vision 
of faithful cultural engagement, and Creation Regained has 
functioned as an accessible introduction to that tradition. It has 
been a source of deep gratification for me to learn that many 
people have said: ‘This book has changed my life.” 


Redeemer’s deep connection with the Reformed 
Christian tradition is also what attracted the 
Wolters Centre’s newest director to the position. 
Dr. Jessica Joustra, assistant professor of religion 
and theology, took on the directorship in January 
and is excited to continue the great work of Reformed 
Christian scholarship through the centre. 


“The direction of the centre has been prioritized in a 
renewed way - doing Christian scholarship out of our 
distinctive Reformed tradition - and that was what 
really drew me to it? says Joustra. “Through the work 
of the centre, I’m eager to be able to help think about 
how Redeemer can encourage, support, collaborate 
with and equip faculty members and the university 
community more broadly, to dive deep into our 
Reformed worldview by inviting speakers, highlighting 
resources, and producing and stewarding ongoing 
work mining the depths and applying the insights of 
the Reformed tradition.” 


Under Joustra’s leadership, the Wolters Centre 
will continue many of its current successful 
initiatives like the Emerging Public Intellectual 
Award, while debuting some new programs 

and projects. The centre will host three faculty 
fellowships beginning in May and representing 
each academic area of the university: Dr. Jonathan 
Juilfs in arts and humanities, Dr. Russ Kosits in 
social sciences, education and business and Dr. 
Kevin VanderMeulen in natural sciences and 
mathematics. The faculty fellows will lead events, 
readings and discussions hosted by the centre that 
are closely related to those areas of discipline. 


“Through our new fellows initiative, we're going to 
have disciplinarily specific experts give direct input 
and guidance into the voices we as a community 
should be hearing from, to help us address the 
pressing issues of our day,’ says Joustra. 


The centre will also be intentionally cultivating 
partnerships with other institutions that are 
part of the same Reformed or neo-Calvinist 
tradition to produce scholarship and come 
together for conferences to build the tradition 
across the globe. 


“I'm really excited about building those 
relationships between our university and our 
faculty, and other institutions and scholars that 
are all doing this project—whether we know it 

or not—together,’ she says. “This will help build 
bridges to further equip us all to do excellent 
scholarship that is deeply rooted in the Reformed 
Christian tradition and that is focused and 
oriented towards the public good” @ 
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nature of Jesus in his recently 
published book. 


UNDAMENTAL TO 
CHRISTIANITY is the belief that Jesus 
Christ is both fully God and fully man. But how 
this actually plays out in time and space became 
a point of debate and division during the Reformation. 


Dr. KJ Drake, sessional assistant professor of history, has 
spent the last six years digging into this doctrine, coined 
the extra Calvinisticum, culminating with the release of his 
book The Flesh of the Word: the extra Calvinisticum from 
Zwingli to Early Orthodoxy. 


“To be divine is to be everywhere,’ says Drake. “God is not 
bound by time or space. He is eternal and omnipresent. But 
human beings are local, we're finite, we're limited. Christ 
took on everything it was to be a human being as well. So 
how does that work out?” 


“God is not bound by time 
or space. He is eternal and 
omnipresent. But human 
beings are local, we’re finite, 
we're limited.” 


This question became an important one during the 
Reformation as the Lutheran and Reformed branches of 
Protestantism debated how Christ could be present in 
the Eucharist. What appeared to be a debate about the 
Lord’s Supper was actually more about the very nature 
of Jesus. Drake explores this deep debate in his book. 


“What the Reformed are arguing is that Christ is 
simultaneously present in his human body as a man, 
and at the same time, present everywhere in his divine 
nature as the eternal Son. And this is important because 
certain positions of Lutheranism argue that Christ’s 
human body becomes omnipresent so that he can be at 
all the altars bodily throughout the world? he says. 


The topic, though foundational to the Christian faith, is 
not one that has been extensively researched or written 
about, particularly prior to 2010. Drake's book, a high- 


level academic work meant mostly for specialists, is the 
most comprehensive on the 16th-century history of the 
topic that exists. 


“The name extra Calvinisticum can trick us into thinking 
this is just about Calvin. Calvin actually doesn't talk much 
about the doctrine because he relied on other figures to 
explain it more fully,’ says Drake. “I expand the discussion 
beyond Calvin to look at its origination in Zwingli, who was 
one of the first Protestant Reformers outside of Germany, 
and then other figures throughout the Reformed tradition, 
to show that this wasn’t a peculiar doctrine of Calvin that 
he kind of mentioned offhand, but that it’s a developed 
doctrine throughout the entire 16th century.” 


The book was made part of the prestigious series, Oxford 
Studies in Historical Theology, devoted to the history of 
Christian thought from its early and medieval beginnings 
to its later development in the modern period. But despite 
the academic and historical nature of his book, Drake says 
the topic holds significance for all Christians today. 


“The extra is guaranteeing that Christ is present; he says. 
“This reflection is not about a past event (yes, we're 
reflecting on historical theology), but the question is 
really: How do we relate to Jesus? Jesus is not just a 
historical figure or one who will come in the future, but 
our contemporary. Christ, by ascending, is currently 
present with us by his spirit, but his body is absent, and 
understanding that when we come to things like the 
Lord’s Table, there is a celebration of the fact that he is 
being made present to us through the elements, not ina 
bodily manner, but by us being lifted up. That’s a foretaste. 
We long for the day when Christ will return and be with 
us bodily, just as we will be with him in the resurrection” 


For Drake, efforts to research and write this work of 
technical historical theology have also had a personal 
impact. “It is a point of constant remembrance, he says, 
adding that he has relied on prayer to gain understanding. 
“There's a humbling aspect of this. The doctrine is not 
saying this is Christ nailed down. It’s saying this is how 
best to understand the mystery; and it remains a mystery. 
I’m content with that” @ 


The Flesh of the Word: the extra Calvinisticum 
from Zwingli to Early Orthodoxy is available in 
store and online at 21Five. 
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Listening 
Through 
the Cross 


Associate professor of art 
Phil Irish is participating in 
a reimagined Lenten tradition. 


HE SEASON OF Lent, 
although one of sorrow and spiritual 
longing, is also a time of fervent 
inspiration for Phil Irish. 


“As an artist of faith, I love how studio practice and 
prayer practice fit together? he says. “There’s a lot of 
listening that happens in the studio because youre 
seeking meaning. When you do that prayerfully, you 
hear what the artwork and the Spirit are telling you. 
Arich season like Lent is perfect for this.” 


In early March, Irish, in collaboration with alumnus 
Nathan Stretch, debuted a piece for Crossings 
Toronto, an outdoor exhibition and walking tour 
through contemporary interpretations of The 
Stations of the Cross. Irish and Stretch’s station 
depicts the moment where Simon of Cyrene helps 
Jesus carry his cross. Interestingly, neither Simon 
nor the cross is depicted. 


“[Simon] steps in and imitates Jesus through this 
ordeal. I believe this is what we're also called to 

do for others,” he explains. “When we go through 
hardships as well, there's a kind of solidarity Jesus 
enacts toward us and that we receive from him. To 
show this imitation, I painted several people from 
different walks of life and [Stretch] made a video 
of them collapsing and then straightening back up, 
almost like puppets.” 


Irish’s worldview undoubtedly plays a role in 
his work. However, not everything he creates is 
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overtly faith-based. Contributing to Crossings, then, was unique 
and invigorating. 


“I don't focus on explicitly Christian work all the time, so when 
I come to something like this, it’s with a lot of passion and 
energy. The idea of a public invitation to respond imaginatively 
to the gospel narrative is beautiful, and I’m pumped to see how 
people will respond to it.” 


Irish is grateful to be at Redeemer, where the integration of 
spirituality and creativity is championed. 


“I teach a course at Redeemer called Faith and Art. One of the 
writers we look at is Madeleine LEngle, who says wonderful 
things about how creativity pointed her back to God when 

her faith was struggling. I find it exciting that these aspects of 
finding meaning point to each other. I’m continually encouraged 
to be a maker of things that are honest, wake us up and serve 
what God is already doing in the world” @ 


Crossings Toronto will be on display at several central Toronto locations 
until April 14, 2021. Learn more by visiting crossingstoronto.com. 


Charting 
the Way of 
Compassion 


Dr. Aaron Smith, assistant 
professor of social work and 
director of field education, talks 
about the principles that guide 
him in his work at Redeemer. 


OR DR. AARON Smith, his chosen career 


is an inevitable result of following Christ. 


“To follow the God we claim to follow means 
we have to give special priority to people who are hurting, 
outcast and marginalized,” he says. “It’s everywhere 
throughout Scripture.” 


Throughout the past 10 years, Smith has worked as a registered 
psychotherapist and taught in university psychology and social 
work programs throughout Canada. In 2021, he completed his 
PhD in social work and took on the roles of assistant professor 
of social work and director of field education at Redeemer. 
Preparing future generations, particularly within a Christian 
environment, hasn't ceased to amaze and excite him. 


“[Teaching] is energizing, life-giving and makes me feel like 
I'm able to make a big impact by preparing more people 

for this kind of work. My own doctoral research explores 
how believing in a faith like Christianity becomes the core 
of who we are and intersects with every other part of us 
including our professional identity. To work in a place that 
intentionally focuses on that connection is wonderful and 
definitely drew me to Redeemer in a really big way.” 


As the director of field education, Smith journeys with 

his students as they take their first cautious steps into 
the workplace. This involves checking in with them on a 
regular basis and organizing class discussions throughout 
the semester. Moving forward, he plans to further bridge 
the gap students can experience when it comes to 
academic-based theory and real-life application. 
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“I hope 

to keep 
connecting 
the dots 
between 
what we 
read and 
talk about 
in the 
classroom, 
how things 
actually look 
in practice 
and vice 
versa.” 


“In supporting, encouraging 
and challenging them, I hope 
to keep connecting the dots 
between what we read and talk 
about in the classroom, how 
things actually look in practice 
and vice versa.” 


Among all the wisdom Smith 
will undoubtedly impart to each 
cohort, the most important 
lesson comes down to one 
word: compassion. 


“We can’t always eradicate 
suffering or rescue people from 
it. What we can do, and what 

we see Jesus always doing, 

is to crawl into these dark places 
and sit there with somebody. 
This idea of compassion filters 
into so many things that we're 
trying to do in social work. It has 
to be central, and I try to keep 

it central to all my teaching, 
research and practice” @ 
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History 
with Intention 


The history program offers students a 
unique balance of strategic courses. 


R. KEVIN FLATT, professor of history 
and associate dean of humanities, has spent the 
last 14 years researching and teaching history 

at Redeemer. His excitement for history and his 
passion for teaching from a Christian perspective still shows. 


“I can’t believe I get to teach students this stuff!” 


Part of this passion flows from the fact that Flatt gets to 
teach and lead a program that is uniquely balanced and 
distinctly Christian. 


“Our Christian worldview is the standpoint that’s woven 
through the whole program, no matter what the topics of 
the courses are,’ says Flatt. “That's really the foundation. 
We're more intentional about including courses in the 
history of the church, the history of Christianity” 


But the intentionality of the program doesn't stop there. Flatt 
recently completed a comparison of the program with history 
programs in public universities in Ontario, as well as Reformed 
Christian universities in the US. He found that compared with 
public universities, Redeemer’s history program was designed 


“Our 
Christian 
worldview 
is the 
standpoint 
that’s woven 
through 

the whole 
program, 

no matter 
what the 
topics of the 
courses are.” 


to more intentionally provide 
students with a broad foundation 
on which to build. He also found 
that most other university history 
programs tend to have a heavier 
emphasis on Western history and 
a heavier modern bias. Redeemer’s 
program is more chronologically 
and geographically balanced, 

in particular offering a higher 
percentage of courses that cover 
non-Western history. 


“We live in an increasingly 

global world. Our world is very 
interconnected. Canada itself 

is home to new Canadians 

who have recently come from 
everywhere,’ Flatt says. “They're 
our neighbours, and theyre 
increasingly also our students. So 
we want to address those kinds 
of history.” 


Flatt says learning about the 
history of other cultures also 
helps us to understand ourselves. 
“It helps you notice the things 
that are actually unusual about 
your culture that you would not 
otherwise notice.” 


Some of the program’s focus 

on non-Western history comes 
from Flatt’s own interest and 
specialization in Islamic history, 
which he gained while completing 
his PhD at McMaster University 
in the early 2000s. It was also 
here that he gained a greater 
appreciation for how his Christian 
faith leads him to teach with more 
purpose and intentionality. 


“We want to be able to say why 
we are doing this and I think 
ultimately those kinds of deep 
questions in all of the disciplines 
at Redeemer drive us back 
towards our Christian worldview, 
drive us back to Scripture. So 

we actually aren't afraid of those 
questions. We ask those questions 
intentionally and try to help 
students to think that way.’ @ 


FACULTY PROFILE 


Redeemer 


Raymond Chiu 


IS assistant professor 


of business. 


Home Base 


| grew up in the east end of 
Willowdale (and still live and 
worship there), part of the 
“borough” of North York, which 
was changed to a “city” and then 
later became part of the City of 
Toronto. You get a sense of how 
long I've been around and how 
l've witnessed the changing 

face of the land | was born in. 

My parents immigrated from 
Hong Kong in 1968 in the first 
wave of applicants to the new 
points-based immigration system 
after race-based restrictions 
were finally relaxed following the 
Chinese Exclusion Act. 


Stimulating Subject Matter 


| wrote a case on women in 
leadership that kept me up at 
night. It was on the topic of 
gender differences and women 


underrepresented in STEM 
fields. While writing it, | was 
terrified that | would get in over 
my head on a tremendously 
sensitive and divisive topic. But 
that made it a rewarding and 
transformative case to teach 
because it touched on essential 
questions about identity and 
truth in relationships. 


Teaching Tips 


| use trauma and tragedy in my 
teaching. It sounds morbid, but 
we can all identify with stories 
about people's struggles, and 
such experiences connect 
directly with organizational 
behaviour and ethics. 


There was a moment in my 
20s when | broke down in 
tears with the realization that 
God truly loved me. With that, 
there's been nothing else that 
has really mattered. 


In Conversation with Christ 


| sometimes feel that people 
have a narrow view of God's 
intelligence and mastery 
based on how they think he 
accomplishes his purposes 


“|[LOVE THE RELIGIOUS AND EDUCATIONAL 
HERITAGE OF THE REDEEMER COMMUNITY 
A TREMENDOUS GIFT THAT STUDENTS HAVE 
INHERITED AND APOTENTIAL LIGHT TO SO 
MANY OTHERS WHO DON'T KNOW US.” 


(like a moralistic answer-to- 
prayer dispenser who controls 
the world by manipulating 
individual outcomes). Given 
everything we know about the 
social, biological, physical and 
astronomical sciences, | realize 
that the way he has designed the 
world's systems is tremendously 
interrelated, intricate and 
intergenerational. So I'd ask 
Jesus, “Tell me how it all works 
and hold on tight to my seat for 
the next few years. Relatedly, 

| would ask, “Tell me how all 
the things we enjoy now come 
from the godliness and virtue of 
generations past.” 


Redeemer Love 


love the religious and 
educational heritage of the 
Redeemer community and the 
ice rinks nearby! The heritage 

is a tremendous gift that students 
have inherited and a potential 
ight to so many others who don't 
now us. As | have three near- 
college-aged children myself, 
sense that today’s young adults, 
believing and non-believing, are 
osing their grasp of who they 
really are and what a life of faith 
and love means in a world that 

is increasingly self-consumed, 
ractured and media driven. 
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Welcoming... 


Dr. Michael 


Haykin 


VISITING PROFESSOR 

OF HISTORY 

Dr. Michael Haykin 
was appointed visiting 
professor of history 
in January. Haykin 
was appointed to the 
, faculty at Southern 

4 Baptist Theological 
Seminary (SBTS) in 2007. He has a 
bachelor of arts in philosophy from 

the University of Toronto, a master of 
religion from Wycliffe College and a 
Th.D. in church history from University 
of Toronto. He lives in Dundas, Ontario 
and worships at West Highland Baptist 
Church in Hamilton. 


Prior to his appointment as a visiting 
professor, Haykin has served on 
Redeemer's senate and most recently 
taught a section of Western Culture 
and Tradition in the fall 2021 term. 
This interaction with students and 
Redeemer's core program was a 
major impetus for seeking a stronger 
relationship with the university. 


During his two-year appointment, 
Haykin will continue with his 

regular duties at SBTS while having 
opportunities to interact with Redeemer 
faculty and students. He will also teach 
up to four courses per year in history 
and inthe core program, including the 
first-year sequence in Western Culture 
and Tradition. 
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Dr. Micheal Strating 


ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
OF PSYCHOLOGY 


_—— ~—— 


Dr. Michael Strating will be joining Redeemer in December 
as assistant professor of psychology. Strating completed 
his PhD from the University of Windsor in 2021 and is 
currently midway through the registration process for 
autonomous practice as a licensed psychologist. He 

is excited to combine his clinical work with continued 
research. While his PhD research focused on lingering 
anger in response to interpersonal grievances, he is also interested in further 
study of Christian psychology and the benefits of seeing historical Christian 
practices—spiritual disciplines—as resources for mental health treatments 
especially in faith communities. Strating is excited to be able to continue his 
academic development at Redeemer and to share his research interests and 
professional expertise as a psychologist in the classroom with his students. 
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SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE 


Alexandria Middlemiss will join Redeemer's School of 
Education as a scholar in residence this July. Middlemiss 
has a bachelor of education and master of education 
rom Brock University and is currently enrolled in a PhD 
program in curriculum studies at Western University. She 
has teaching experience in diverse contexts, including an 
independent Christian school, public schools and First 


Middlemiss will begin as a scholar in residence for a period of one to two 
years, teaching a few courses at Redeemer and taking part in select 
school activities while she continues to focus on her PhD studies, before 
transitioning into a regular tenure-track appointment. 


Meghan Taylor 


DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 
AND FINANCIAL AID 


Meghan Taylor joined Redeemer as director 


of admissions and financial aid in February. 
ne She previously served as director for graduate 
= 


and online admissions at Houghton College. 

She holds a BSc in business administration and 

art, as well an MBA in entrepreneurship and enterprise 
process management, both from Houghton College. 
Taylor, her husband and their three children are eager to move to Canada 
in the summer. 


Nations schools. She also has specific expertise in mathematics education. 


Farewell to... 


Dr. Ken Herfst 


ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
OF MINISTRY 


Dr. Ken Herfst left his position as assistant professor of 
ministry in December 2021. Herfst began teaching in the 
Oe) ministry program in December 2015 and was instrumental 
dhe in developing the urban and intercultural ministry program. 
h Herfst brought extensive missionary experience in Latin 
@e : America, including church planting, pastoring, Bible 
* translating, theological education and leadership training, 
as well as relief and community development work. He has discipled students 
with dedication, with special attention to their spiritual formation, and was a 
valuable colleague with a true listening ear and a gentle voice. 


Willem de Ruijter 


DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 
AND FINANCIAL AID 


Willem de Ruijter left his position as director of 
admissions and financial aid in October. He helped 

to pursue excellence in many facets of recruitment 

and admissions during his 11 years at Redeemer. 

He graduated with a bachelor's degree from Redeemer 
in political science and sociology in 2009. De Ruijter 
has accepted a position as vice president, marketing 
and enrolment at Geneva College in Pittsburgh. 


Tracy Van Dijk 


DIRECTOR OF FINANCIAL 
SERVICES 


Tracy Van Dijk will leave her role as director 

of financial services at Redeemer in April after 23 years 
of dedicated service. She graduated from Redeemer 
with a major in business and was a student-athlete, 
competing on the women's soccer and volleyball 
teams. Van Dijk returned to Redeemer in January 1999, 
after gaining valuable experience in the field of finance. 
She performed general accountant duties and was later tasked with 
leading the financial services function. Through seasons of growth 

and change, she always led her team with a steady, consistent and 
rational approach. 


Dr. David 


Hoekman 


ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
OF BIOLOGY 


Dr. David Hoekman 
will leave his position 
as associate 
professor of biology 
in June. Hoekman 
joined the biology 
department in 

fall 2020, previously working as an 
associate professor of biology at 
Southern Nazarene University and 
the director of the Quetzal Education 
Research Center. He holds a B.S. 

in biology and archaeology from 
Wheaton College and a PhD in 
ecology from the University of Notre 
Dame. He has accepted a position at 
Olivet Nazarene University in Illinois. 


SPRING 2022 | resound 53 


COMING EVENTS 


orofessor 


EXCHANGE 


Pastor Professor 
Exchange: How to Better 
Engage Persons with 
Contentious Differences 


APRIL 27 / 12-2 P.M. 


Given the level of divisiveness in 
today's society, it will come as no 
surprise that people, including 
Christians, struggle in one-on- 
one and small group interactions 
to encounter people who hold 
differences that they find difficult 
or contentious (Braganza, 2020). 
Despite the many tools, models 
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redeemer.ca/charis 


ve 


and frameworks that exist which 
offer strategies for improving such 
difficult encounters, interactions are 
still fraught with challenges, and the 
way forward seems unclear. 


Join Redeemer University's 

Dr. Morgan Braganza as she 
discusses the findings of her 
doctoral work exploring how to 
better encounter persons holding 
contentious differences. During 
this workshop, she will offer 

novel considerations, principles 
and processes for improving 
encounters that will be relevant for 
Christians in church settings (e.g., 
pastors, church leaders) as well as 
in broader contexts. 


Register for in-person or virtual 
attendance. 


— Redeemer 
University 


mm 


Grand Opening - Charis Live and Learn Centre 


APRIL 1/ 11 A.M.-12 P.M. 


redeemer.ca/charis 


You're invited to celebrate the Grand Opening of the Charis Live and Learn Centre 
on April 1, 2022. A ribbon-cutting will take place at 11 a.m. outside the main 
entrance of the Charis Centre. A building dedication ceremony in the lower level 


fof snacialaremarelimiatsiie(omuatomel¥]|(ellare mill Moyle VAYUlUameslanlelacoe-laleme]gcxciulale|omicelaa 


dignitaries and honoured guests. Everyone is invited to come or to watch the 


livestream of the event. 


Redeemer 


Redeemer University 
40th Anniversary 
Celebration 


SEPTEMBER 30 TO 
OCTOBER 2 
redeemer.ca/40years 


A special weekend of events 

is planned to celebrate God's 
faithfulness at Redeemer over the 
past 40 years and to look forward 
to what's next. 


The three-day celebration will kick 
off with a BBQ and a concert on 
Friday evening for the Redeemer 
community. Saturday will see a full 
day of events engaging alumni and 
the support community. 


The festivities will wrap up on 
Sunday with a worship service 
giving God the praise and glory 
for the university's legacy and 
accomplishments throughout 
the last 40 years. Further 
information will be shared in the 
coming months. 


Save the dates to join the celebration 
of this important milestone! A time 
to celebrate God's faithfulness 
through Redeemer towards Christ's 
renewal of all things in the past, 
present and future. 


For more information about 
events at Redeemer visit 
redeemer.ca/events 


Atimeto celebrate God's faithfulness 
through Redeemer towards Christ's 


renewal of all lal in wir past, 
Septem ber 30 present an ure. 
-October 2, 2022 
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A special weekend of events to celebrate God’s faithfulness at Redeemer and look 
forward to what’s next. The three-day celebration will include a BBQ and concert 
for the Redeemer community, a variety of events engaging alumni and the support 
community and a worship service giving God the praise and glory for the university’s 
accomplishments. Further information will be shared in the coming months. 


redeemer.ca/40years 
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fit together? The answer begins 
with the truth that Jesus is king 
over all of it. 


At Redeemer University, you'll 
have time to learn and prepare 
but also to experiment and explore. 
It's where your faith and future 
come together so you re ready. 


— WHAT? ANYTHING. 
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